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¥Garden Architecture

Simple Ways to Add Water to the Garden

A smooth, rounded river rock makes an
elegant fountain amid a ground-cover
planting of pachysandra, hosta, and small
shrubs. The fountain above, designed by
Walt Rickli, features a small pool and stylized
stream that flows over the edge into a reser-
voir, where the water is recirculated.

A water feature can add vertical structure.
This concrete pillar {right) features a fountain
in the shape of a bird spewing water from its
beak. Topped off by a terra-cotta pot filled
with cacti, this focal point is flanked by tall
tropical plants.
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All photes: C, Colston Burrell; top left and bottam right taken at Lirtle and
top right and bottam left taken at The
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A simple yet elegant carved-stone bench
incorporates a shallow circular birdbath at
its wide end. Set at the edge of a lawn, the
bench (above) is backed by shrubs and
perennials that create a feeling of safety and
comfort for people and birds alike.

Create harmony between water features
and surrounding elements. The simple,
leaflike forms of concrete basins designed
by Little and Lewis (left) blend beautifully
with terra-cotta pavers. Pots of lush foliage
plants echo the form of the basin, while
bananas and other tropical plants provide
an inviting backdrop.

1 once thought having a water feature
in my garden would require a major
investment of time and money, as
well as a lot of space. [ was wrong.
When [ finally added a small pool to
my city garden, I opened the door

to an enchanting world that delighted
my senses and enriched the garden’s
design. Like a mirror, the glassy surface
of a still pool reflects the blue sky and
shifting patterns of clouds. Water
ripples with the slightest breeze and
sparkles in sunlight. The sound of
moving water is always soothing; it is
especially refreshing on a hot day.

No garden is too small for water.
You don't need to install a pond; any
water-tight vessel can be transformed
into a water garden. Appealing options
include kettles, urns, glazed pots, and
stone troughs. Millstones make attrac-
tive fountains, and there are many
distinctive carved-stone and concrete
fountains and basins, available from art

(Garden Architecture continues on p. 14)
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galleries, specialty garden shops,
architectural salvage centers, and even
antiques shops.

Water also creates opportunities for a
new kind of gardening with a specific
group of plants—aquatics. Even the
smallest container can be filled with
decorative water plants like sweet flag
(Acorus gramineus) and mosquito ferns
(Azolla spp.). In larger basins or ponds,
add drama with colorful tropicals like
elephant ears (Colocasia esculenta),
swamp lilies (Crinum spp.), and cannas
(Canna spp.), as well as traditional
water plants such as irises, water lilies,
spike rushes (Equisetum spp.), and
hardy canna (Thalia dealbata).

Another benefit of water gardening is
that wildlife flocks to water like ob-
sessed gardeners to a rare-plant sale.

A small, rectangular pond creates a dramatic transition from a formal, sunny garden to the
relaxed informality of the shaded woodland beyond, in the author’s former garden. The pond,
lined with concrete steppers, is filled with elephant ears and sweet flag.

Dragonflies dart through the garden on

(Garden Architecture continues on p. 16]

The heauty and life of teak
al haif the cost

From only $249
(4 Classic Bench)

@

MP
800 390-6883

5" Classic Bench shawn only §319

ENCH

Visit our web site
{www.bristolbench.com) for complete story on
Garden Benches = Dining Sets = Umbrellas * Planters

READER SERVICE NO. 67

MORE THAN JUST ANOTHER GARDEN TOUR!
THE NEW WORLD TAPESTRY
GARDENERS AND HERBALISTS TOURS TO ENGLAND
May, Chelsea Flower Show/ June, Hampton Court Show, 2001

These delightful English garden tours are inspired by The NewWorld Tapestry’s
1642 panel, the largest neediepoint tapestry in the world! The 1642 panel, one of
24, depicts the botanical discoveries made by (amous botanists and herbalists of
the 17" century and the impact their discoveries made in the British Isles and the
Americas. TAPESTRY MEASURES 264 FEET LONG.

Go back m time with your guide. Yal Hurlston-Gardiner. renowned Garden
Historian, Visit the Chelsea or Hampton Court Flower Shows, and such famous
sardens as Kew, Lytes, Lambeth Palace, the HatfieldHouse, Poundbury
(HRH Prince Charles’s personal project) and many more wonder({ul gardens!
Tour will conclude with an Elizabethan Bangquet. Call for free color brochures.

800 « 846 » 8980/ 203 » 846 » 8911

ANCESTRAL TOURS TO GREAT BRITAIN, LTD.
cestry @loc L f www.ancestraltours.com

READER SERVICE NO. 10
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DESIGNED FOR LARGE
LANDSCAPED LAWNS
® Easy handling with hydrostatic drive

system (no gear changing)

Zero turn radius maneuverability
(works around landscaping)

® |nternal vacuum system (vacuums
clippings, leaves, lawn debris)

® FEasy servicing with tilt-up body

SEND FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE
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WALKER MANUFACTURING CO.
5925 E. HARMONY ROAD « DEPT. FNG
FORT COLLINS, COLORADO 80528
(800) 279-8537
WWW. WALKERMOWERS.COM
Independent, Family Owned Company, Designing and

Producing Commercial Riding Mowers since 1980

READER SERVICE NG. 37
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gossamer wings, and frogs lull you to
sleep with their curious serenade.

Use your water feature as a focal
point in a garden bed, or at the end of a
vista. Place a basin where you can view
it from a window, surrounded with
contrasting plant forms. Try a simple
reservoir of still water or add a bubbler
for sound and motion. | added a small
pump to my pool to mitigate the roar
of traffic along the busy street that bor-
dered my former garden.

You can also float glass balls on the
water's surface to create moving sculp-

ture and dancing reflections. Water fea-

A small pump will add the sound of flowing water. A whimsical face spurts water into a con- PUISS BT midpicn 5 hether e choose

crete basin, accented by an oak-leaf hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia). a simple birdbath, a still r eflecting
pool, or an ornate fountain.
—C. Colston Burrell, author of
Perennials for Today's Gardens,
tends his troughs, basins, and pools
in Free Union, Virginia.

A simple birdbath brings the light of the sky down into the garden, as colorful glass floats

shift with the whims of the breeze (right). In contrast to the small, smooth orbs, the huge crin-
kled leaves of ornamental rhubarb (Rheum palmatum var. tanguticum) add focus to this scene
in the center of a circular garden room.

Free
Chicagoland’s Iris Booklet!
Winter Wonderland

Garden of Tiees

[t

Send for your free full color booklet
packed full of bargain collections,
growing tips and planting ideas so

you can try these incredible flowers

in your garden! Direct from the
grower. Send for your FREE Booklet
today! Or call toll-free

1-800-525-2367 ext 48

The '-

Morton
630-719-2465 - Visitor Services & Special Events Arb Ol‘€'[u1'ﬂ
630-719-2400 - Recorded General Information & Events 4100 Mlinois Route 53 IRIS GARDENS
WAL RIRONArELoTg Lisle, IL 60532-1293 3648 Quinaby Rd NE, Salem, OR 97303
www.schreinersgardens.com
READER SERVICE NO. 46 READER SERVICE NO.97

Photos: top laft taken at Little and Lewis garden, Bainbridge lslan
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